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Webinar Overview:
This webinar will offer two examples of tribal wetland programs and how they have developed over time:
For nearly three decades, the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes’ (CSKT) wetland conservation 
program has utilized a combination of wetland-focused Tribal Ordinances, innovative partnerships, and EPA 
WPDGs to monitor, preserve, and restore wetlands on the Flathead Reservation. The Fond du Lac 
Reservation began developing its Wetland Program in late 1998 and has achieved the goal of developing ea  
of the core elements, most recently with the 2020 approval of its Wetland Water Quality Standards. This 
session will cover the tools used by each program and some key elements to consider in building a wetland 
program. 

Introduction: Marla Stelk, National Association of Wetland Managers 

Webinar Presenters:
◼ Blair Libby, C onfederated Salish and K ootenai Tribes
◼ Rick Gitar, Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior C hippewa

W EBIN AR #4:  DEVELO PIN G YO UR T RIBAL 
W ET LAN D PRO GRAM
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WEBINAR AGENDA

Welcome & Introduction
(15 minutes)

Presentations
(60 minutes)

Q&A
(15 minutes)

PHOTO CREDIT: SANDY CRYSTALL



How to Access 
Information about 
NAWM Webinars 

www.nawm.org



NAWM WEBINARS 
(by W ebinar Series)



NAWM BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP 
• Exclusive access to our live Member’s Webinar Series and 

archived library of webinar recordings (8 per year). Topics 
alternate between science, policy, and legal issues.

• Free Certificates of Attendance for all NAWM live webinars.  
(Non-members are charged $25 for each Certificate)

• Access to NAWM Online Training Library with the 
opportunity to each free Certificates of Completion

• Free subscription to the NAWM’s bi-monthly membership 
newsletter, Wetland News 

• Free subscription to the NAWM’s weekly news bulletin, 
Insider's Edition

• Reduced rates for participation in NAWM workshops and 
training sessions

• Access to a national network of wetland professionals

• Opportunities for involvement in NAWM committees

• Voting rights in elections of the Board of Directors and all issues 
presented to members to vote

• Access to a robust online collection of wetland references

• Discount from other organizations for wetland trainings and 
courses

• A sense of pride knowing that you have directly supported active 
wetland conservation efforts nationwide

• Groups of 10 or more – include your linked logo on the 
homepage of the NAWM website

• New – Access to a Members-only Federal Policy Tracker Tool

• Coming Soon – Members-only Discussion Forums on a range 
of topics

https://www.nawm.org/join -nawm



CERTIFICATES OF ATTENDANCE

Who can get Certificates 
of Attendance?

You must be a participant during the entire live webinar 
presentation.

You must have registered under your own name or if part of a 
group, verify your participation.

You are responsible for sending the NAWM certificate 
to your accrediting organization .

A link to a page with instructions will be sent to everyone 
who registered in an e-mail one hour after the webinar ends.   
Non -members are required to pay $25 per certificate .

Using ClassMarker to Download your 
Certificate of Attendance

You will need to create a unique username and password for 
each certificate .

This will take you to the “test” where you will certify your 
participation .  If you certify your participation, click “yes.”

You will be prompted to download your certificate.  If you cannot 
download, go back into ClassMarkerusing your password to print.   
Do not pay twice to download.

Certificates are free for members and $25 per certificate for 
non-members if claimed no later than 60 days from the live 
presentation. After 60 days, certificates are $25 regardless of 
membership status. Certificates must be requested 
within one year of the live presentation.

For assistance , please contact Laura Burchill
at laura@nawm.orgor (207) 892-3399.

mailto:laura@nawm.org


TODAY’S MODERATOR

Kathy Allen
N atural Resource Analyst,

Saint Mary’s University of MN  -
GeoSpatial Services



TODAY’S PRESENTERS

Blair Libby
C onfederated Salish 
and K ootenai Tribes

Marla Stelk
N AW M

Rick Gitar
Fond du Lac Band 

of Lake Superior C hippewa



Tribal Wetland Programs – An O verview

The CEF offers an array of actions and a menu of 
activities from which tribes can create their own 
approach to wetland protection and management.

It does not reflect an expectation by EPA that 
tribes should develop activities under all core 
elements; rather, tribes should use the CEF to 
support their individual program goals and 
available resources. 

Tribes may also add additional elements to their 
programs, such as outreach and education, 
sustainable financing/funding, or other important 
priorities.

Protect & Restore Wetland Resources

Monitoring & 
Assessment

Restoration & 
Protection

Water Quality 
Standards Regulation

PPP
Agency 

Coordinat
ion

Outreach 
& Educ



Tribal Wetland Programs – An O verview

According to EPA’s website there are 40 tribes 
with approved Wetland Programs Plans:
Region 1: None
Region 2: Saint Regis Mohawk Indian Reservation
Region 3: None
Region 4: None
Region 5: Grand Portage Band of Lake Superior Chippewa

Lac du Flambeau Tribe
Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa
Red Lake Band of Chippewa
Stockbridge-Munsee Community

Region 6: None

Region 7: Kickapoo Tribe in Kansas
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation

Region 8: Blackfeet Nation
Chippewa Cree Tribe
Confederated Salish and Kootenai 

Tribes
Fort Belknap Indian Community
Northern Cheyenne Tribe



Tribal Wetland Programs – An O verview

Region 9: Blue Lake Rancheria
Buena Vista Rancheria
Chicken Ranch Rancheria
Havasupai Tribe
Hopi Tribe
Hualapai Tribe
Moapa River Indian Reservation
Pinoleville Pomo Nation
Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe
Washoe Tribe
Wiyot Tribe
Yavapai Apache Nation
Yurok Tribe

Region 10: Coeur D'Alene Tribe
Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 

Nation
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation
Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
Coquille Indian Tribe
Cow Creek Band of Umqua Tribe of Indians
Kalispel Tribe of Indians
The Klamath Tribes
Native Village of Eklutna
Nez Perce Tribe
Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe
Quinault Indian Nation
Tulalip Tribe
Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians



Protecting Waters and Wetlands in Indian 
C ountry: An O verview and C ase Studies from 
EPA’s N ew T ribal W etland Program Guide

Webinar held Thursday, December 15, 2022 - 3:00 p.m.-
4:30 p.m. EST

PRESENTERS

• Gretchen Goldman, Assistant Director for 
Environmental Science, Engineering, Policy, and 
Justice, White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy

• Kerryann Weaver, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 5 [POWERPOINT PRESENTATION]

• Matt Baerwalde, Snoqualmie Indian Tribe 
• Tyler Orgon, Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians 
• Linda Storm, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 

Region 10
• Kathleen Kutschenreuter, U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency 



CHANGING OVER TO 
PRESEN T ER’S C O MPUT ER…
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Audience Questions?

Blair Libby
C onfederated Salish 
and K ootenai Tribes
blair.libby@ cskt.org

805-294-2466

Rick Gitar
Fond du Lac Band 

of Lake Superior C hippewa
RichardGitar@ fdlrez.com

218-878-7122

mailto:blair.libby@cskt.org
mailto:RichardGitar@fdlrez.com


THANK YOU!

National Association of 
Wetland Managers

(207) 892-3399
www.nawm.org

Saint Mary’s University of MN 
GeoSpatial Services

(507) 457-8746
www.geospatialservices.org

PHOTO CREDIT: JOHN SULLIVAN

https://www.nawm.org/
http://www.geospatialservices.org/


GUEST BIOGRAPHIES
T    ~ February 16, 2023

Rick Gitar is the Water Regulatory Specialist and Tribal Inspector for the Fond du Lac Reservation – Office of Water Protection, 
located in northeast Minnesota, where he has worked for over 20 years. He is the administer of Fond du Lac’s Wetlands Protection
and Management Ordinance, their Clean Water Act 401 Water Quality Certification program, and provides CWA Section 402 oversight 
for projects on the Reservation. Rick is also a credentialed inspector for EPA, conducting compliance inspections in the areas of 
wetlands and storm water. He conducts Fond du Lac’s environmental reviews under NEPA and the tribe’s Tribal Environmental Policy
Act Ordinance. Rick received a double major B.S. in Biology (Botany Focus) and Journalism from the University of Wisconsin –
Superior and a M.S. in Environmental Biology (Botany Focus) from the University of Minnesota – Duluth. Rick is also a Master 
Herbalist and teaches adult extension classes. He is currently enrolled in the online Doctorate of Herbal Medicine Program with 
AMNAH College.

Blair Libby serves as the Wetlands Conservation Plan Coordinator for the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes [CSKT], located 
on the Flathead Reservation in Western Montana. Prior to joining the staff at CSKT, Blair worked in wetland restoration on the 
Central Coast of California and environmental education in southern Arizona. He holds an M.S. in Environmental Studies and a 
certificate in Natural Resource Conflict Resolution from the University of Montana, and a B.S. from Santa Clara University. 
In his free time, he runs trails and drums in a few bands in Missoula, MT. 
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