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Dedicated to enhancing 
the ability of governments 
and organizations to 
provide environmental 
programs and services in 
fair, effective and 
financially sustainable 
ways. 
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http://www.efc.sog.unc.edu/ 
Search for “wetlands” 
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http://www.efc.sog.unc.edu/


Financial Technical Assistance 

• In depth technical assistance to states and 
tribes to help implement innovative 
financing measures for wetland programs 

• Provided by Environmental Finance 
Center at The University of North Carolina 

• Funded through a grant from U.S. EPA 



Assistance to Oregon 

• Creating models of how local governments 
can develop funding sources to support 
wetland, riparian, and flood plain 
protection and enhancement 
 

• Focus on small to medium sized 
communities 



Basic Water Quality Finance 

• Single local government approach using 

– Taxes (Property, Sales, Income) 

– Water and Wastewater revenue 

– Stormwater Fees 

– Permit Fees 

– Grants 



Alternative Water Quality Finance 

• Watershed Fees 
• Fees on Property 

Deeds 
• Assessments 
• Special Sales Taxes 
• Special Property 

Taxes 
• Parcel Taxes 

 

• Real Estate Transfer 
Taxes 

• Special Income Taxes 
• Tax Credits 
• County Matching 

Funds for 
Municipalities 

• Multi-Jurisdictional 
Approaches 
 
 



Wait!  Stop!  New Taxes and Fees???? 
Our Citizens Will Never Go For That! 



Maybe, Maybe Not 

• One measure of 
citizens’ willingness 
to pay for wetlands 
and water quality 
improvements is to 
look at the success 
of ballot initiatives 



On the Ballot 

Ballot Initiative Type Pass Fail Percentage
Property Tax 76 13 85%

Sales Tax 24 6 80%
Income tax 2 1 67%

Real estate transfer tax 1 2 33%
Bonds 79 9 90%

Water Quality Ballot Initiatives Nationally Since 1988



LandVote Database 

• By The Trust for Public Land: 
https://www.quickbase.com/db/bbqna2qct?a=dbpage&pageID=10 

https://www.quickbase.com/db/bbqna2qct?a=dbpage&pageID=10


Remember...Check Local Regulations 

• Watershed Fees 
• Fees on Property 

Deeds 
• Assessments 
• Special Sales Taxes 
• Special Property 

Taxes 
• Parcel Taxes 

 

• Real Estate Transfer 
Taxes 

• Special Income Taxes 
• Tax Credits 
• County Matching 

Funds for 
Municipalities 

• Multi-Jurisdictional 
Approaches 
 
 



What We Built 
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