
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

WETLAND PROGRAM



OUTLINE

• Program Updates 
– Regulation Amendments – ILF updates

– Tools
• Aquatic Resources Registry + SGS online application 

system

• SGS monitoring reporting

– Monitoring Program
• Restoration toolkit (Michelle)

– Inspection and Enforcement

– Preservation/Conservation Easements

– Education/Outreach 

• Challenges



WETLAND PROGRAM UPDATES

Regulation Amendments

• Lessons learned since 2020

• Amount of alternatives for 

maintenance projects

• In-lieu fee updates

o Increase fees to address 

real costs

o Seeking USACE-approval



WETLAND PROGRAM 

UPDATES: Tools

Online Application System

• Surface and Groundwater 

System (SGS)

1. Turbidity monitoring 

reporting

2. Developed flagging system

o Adjacency to wetlands 

and streams

o Notifications to 

applicants and reviewers

o Avoidance/minimization



SGS – Flagging System



SGS – Flagging System



WETLAND MONITORING & ASSESSMENT 

PROGRAM

• Launched our monitoring & 

assessment program in 2022. 

Goal of monitoring all ~300 

wetlands on a rotating 5-year 

basis

• Modified RIRAM plus functional 

assessment (Highway 

Methodology)

• Second year of assessments 

completed (~20% of wetlands 

assessed)



Field Maps & Survey123

• Built a version of our wetland assessment 

form in Survey123

• All wetlands have polygons in our 

Registry. 

• Created related database in ArcGIS to 

hold assessment data

• Linked Survey123 assessment form to the 

ArcGIS wetland polygons (Registry)



Field Maps & Survey123

Link in record for 

wetland polygon in 

Field Maps opens 

Survey123 

assessment form



Next Steps: Monitoring & Assessment

• Need to build out dashboard in Survey123 for reviewing and analyzing data

• Need to make create public access to monitoring and assessment data



Restoration Toolkit

• Created to track potential 

restoration projects (small-

scale volunteer projects or 

opportunities for larger 

grant-funded projects)

• To be completed with field 

assessments or 

independently

• Next steps: Creating 

dashboard to allow 

access to data for other 

divisions in DOEE



Inspection and Enforcement

• Need for increased inspection and enforcement

• Cross-training between inspection and enforcement division and 

regulatory review division



Conservation Easements

• Casey Trees – first DC land trust

• Preservation option for 

permittee responsible mitigation

• Investigating incentives

• No net loss



Outreach and Education

• Tess Danielson – expanding DC’s 

wetland education and outreach 

program

• Urban wetland functions

• Events: Kingman Island Junior 

rangers, GZEP, Kingman Island 

family day, Oxon run trash clean 

up, city nature challenge bioblitz, 

Fort Lincon trash clean up



Restoration

• CBP $$ to restore River Terrace 11-

acre tidal wetlands in Anacostia 

River

• RFA to be released soon

• Herbivory encouraged

• Outreach and education 

opportunity



Challenges

• Achieving no net loss

o Regulating sister agencies

o Mitigation – limited land, urban wetland functions

o Resource classification – open water conversion vs. tidal wetland 

restoration

• Non-water dependent uses – structures/buildings/restaurants over 

water

• Sackett case/WOTUS – loss of federal third party strong-arm



QUESTIONS / COMMENTS?

Jennifer Dietzen

Environmental Protection Specialist

Regulatory Review Division

Jennifer.dietzen@dc.gov

202-481-3942

mailto:Jennifer.dietzen@dc.gov
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