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The Idea Transformed 
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Jane  Rowan E&O/WT 

Roy Messaros E&O/WT 

Scott Jecker E&O/WT 

Vanessa Beauchamp E&O/WT 

Amy Scaroni E&O/WT 

Sean Charles E&O/WT 

Jason Smith Chapter Review Team Leader 

Julie Nicet Chapter Review Team Leader 

Collin MacLaren Chapter Review Team Leader 

Lucas Gasek Chapter Review Team Leader 

Luke Eggering Chapter Review Team Leader 

Chuck Walker Chapter Review Team Leader 

Andy Herb Chapter Review Team Leader 

Many Chapter Reviewers Chapter Review Team Members 



Goal of the Wetland Treasures Initiative 

To promote 
awareness, 
appreciation, and 
knowledge of 
wetlands through the 
exhibition of their 
unique features and 
exemplary functions 
and services. 



Wetland Treasures Criteria 

STATE  
AREA OF 

CONCERN 

LIST 1: A wetland must demonstrate at least ONE of the 5 criteria below: 

Listed on more than one “valuable wetland” list by natural resource 
agencies or nongovernment organizations. 

Currently a Ramsar Site 

A rare or unique wetland type within its own biogeographical region 
Meeting this criterion would include, but is not limited to, wetlands 
with unique hydrology or chemistry that make it rare within its own 
region of the U.S. 

Protects biologically diverse wetland flora, fauna and/or their 
habitat 

Supports significant numbers of wetland-dependent fauna, such 
as, water birds or fish. 



Wetland Treasures Criteria 
LIST 2: A wetland must go above and beyond in at least ONE of the 
following services listed below: 

Carbon storage 

Aquifer recharge 

Flood storage 

Maintains ecological/hydrological connectivity/cohesion 

Aesthetic/cultural/provisioning 

Recreation 

Education and/or research 

Water Quality Improvement 

Storm Abatement 



Wetland Treasure Application Review 



Timeline 
Date Activity Description 
April 2016 – 
May 2016 

First-phase 
Rollout 
 

Call for applications for wetlands that are already 
deemed critical, important, special, etc. by 
government and non-government organizations 

June 2016 – 
July 2016 

Review Chapter Review Teams review applications and 
provide feedback on the process 

July 2016 First WT 
Announced 

First Wetland Treasures are Announced 

August 2016 – 
November 2016 

Adapt Initiative 
based on input 

Using input and feedback from the first-phase 
rollout, the initiative will be modified to better serve 
the community 

Sept. 2016 – 
January 2016 

Recruitment Recruit WT subcommittee members and Review 
Team Leaders and members 

February 2, 
2017 

A call for 
applications 

All interested may submit an application 

April 2017 Begin Review All applications submitted by April 1 get reviewed 

May 2017 2017 WT 
Announced 

Each week  During American Wetlands Month 
Treasures will be highlighted on Website, 
Newsletter, Email 



WetlandTreasures.org: The One-Stop Shop  
for Wetlands Exhibiting Exemplary Service 



One-Stop Shop for Information 

Ecology, 
Biology, 
Conservation 
Status, 
Threats,  
Exemplary 
Services, 
Access 
information 
and more! 



SUPPORT AMERICAN WETLANDS MONTH 

Go to www.wetlandtreasures.org and nominate a 
wetland* as a SWS Wetland Treasure.   

* Only wetlands on government or non-government wetland lists for critical, special or 
important wetlands will be considered for this first round.  All other wetlands can be 
nominated starting on World Wetlands Day 2017 (Feb. 2) 

Sarasota, FL Sarasota, FL 

1974 2016 



Nominating a Wetland is EASY! 

STEP 1: Create a New Account 
 
STEP 2: Check your inbox to complete the 
registration process. Don’t forget to check your 
SPAM/JUNK box! 
 
STEP 3: Fill out the Application 
 
STEP 4: Answer any follow-up questions via email 
from reviewers 
 
STEP 5: Enjoy the glory of certifying your favorite 
wetland as a nationally recognized Treasure  



Easy Application Process 



First Wetland Treasure –  
Forrest Woods State Nature Preserve 
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