
State Update: WVDEP

Presenters: Sara Miller and Kylie Joins



WVDEP Wetlands Program

● Elizabeth Byers has retired!

● Wetland Specialists
○ Sara Miller, Wetlands Program Lead

○ Kylie Joins, Wetlands Support Specialist

● Database Programming and WVWRAM Assistance - Danielle Nathanson

● Support & Cross-training - Nick Murray, Alyssa Peyton, James Stanton

● RMN well monitoring - Margaret Cadmus

● Education and Outreach - Tomi Bergstrom, Martin Christ, Callie Sams, and 

formerly, Alana Hartman, Sara Prior, and Jennifer Liddle



Wetland Program Development Grants

● Consolidating wetland program gains including new outreach initiatives 

and updated mapping in WV - completed
○ Please join us Thursday afternoon for more on this grant!

● Building increased capacity for wetland conservation in WV - beginning
○ Building capacity through planning, monitoring, support for new regulations, and training

○ Compile and disseminate new wetland maps and rankings

○ Engage teachers and citizen scientists in wetland conservation



Building Increased Capacity: Updates

● WVWRAM Training Videos - filming completed!
○ Filming: Mike Huff, WVDEP Public Information Specialist

○ Content: Database usage and data entry, WVWRAM field demonstration

○ Dissemination: after winter editing completed, served on WVDEP Youtube Channel 

“Environment Matters” and linked on WVWRAM page



Building Increased Capacity: Updates

● Increasing state 

interagency coordination 
○ Wetland Program Plan to be 

updated by March 2026

■ Future - WV Wetland 

Working Group

Jared Beard (NRCS) 

teaching about soils DEP/DNR trip to Short Mtn. WMA 

protecting  rare wetland habitats

● Field training and collaboration 

examples : WVWRAM training 

and working with DNR botanists 

in site assessment and 

vegetation monitoring

● Regulatory rollout of 

WVWRAM: now required    

April 15, 2025



Building Increased Capacity: Updates

● Updated NWI Wetlands Mapping: available now on the USFWS NWI 

Wetlands Mapper

● NWI Preliminary scoring: new NWI mapping has been scored with the GIS 

Tool, it is awaiting our final review, and then it will be served on WVDEP 

GIS Viewer 

Previous NWI On WVDEP GIS Viewer New NWI On NWI Wetlands Mapper



Other updates: Permission Letters

● Seeking permissions: contact options on private lands
○ MAWWG 2023: letters or postcards? 

■ Thank you Kenneth Smith for inspiration!

○ Result: updates to our letter and photo description of assessment site

● Reformatted letter and added message
○ Results comparison

■ 2023: 28% of letters sent were returned (54 sent, 15 returned) 

■ 2024: 55% of letters sent were returned (87 sent, 48 returned)

● 2025 Letters: additional verbiage on returning letter even if no wetland 

seems to be present

● Additional educational opportunity: adding brief summary of the findings at 

the site for landowners who request a report



Other updates: Permission Letters

Previous Letter Format

2024 Letter Re-Formatting



Big Glade: Cranberry Glades RMN

● Well data and photos are now being collected

● Well data interpretation is beginning

● More to come with Todd Lutte



ANY QUESTIONS?
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